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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of records, Kadambi et al, US 2003/0016628 A1; Erimli, US 
6,980,520. Knight et al, WO 00/1 1841 , and Tagore-Brage et al, US 2002/0172205, fails 
to teach singulariy or in combination, the followings: 

A method comprising (inter alias): 

providing a distributed switch fabric network having a first node and a second 
node coupled to exchange a plurality of packets over a channel, wherein the plurality of 
packets are divided into a plurality of priority levels of packets, detecting a congestion 
condition of one of the plurality of priority levels of packets in the second node; detecting 
a clear condition of the one of the plurality of priority levels of packets in the second 
node; reporting the clear condition of the one of the plurality of priority levels of packets 
to the first node; resuming transmission of the one of the plurality of priority levels of 
packets from the first node to the second node upon reporting the clear condition of the 
one of the plurality of priority levels of packets to the first node; providing each of the 
plurality of priority levels of packets with a transmit buffer; the one of the plurality of 
priority levels of packets accumulating in the transmit buffer corresponding to the one of 
the plurality of priority levels of packets; wherein if the transmit buffer corresponding to 
the one of the plurality of priority levels of packets reaches a transmit threshold value, a 
traffic manager of the first node modifying transmission of the one of the plurality of 
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priority levels of packets to the transmit buffer; and if resuming transmission occurs prior 
to the transmit buffer reaching the transmit threshold value, the first node suspending 
transmission of the one of the plurality of priority levels of packets occurring 
transparently to the traffic manager of the first node, as indicated in Independent claim 
1. 



A method comprising (inter alias): 

providing a distributed switch fabric network having a first node having a first 
node transceiver port and a second node having a second node transceiver port; 

a link level flow control operating between a first node transceiver port and a 
second node transceiver port in response to a congestion condition in the second node 
transceiver port, wherein the link level flow control suspends transmission of one of a 
plurality of priority levels of packets on a channel from the first node transceiver port to 
the second node transceiver port; the one of the plurality of priority levels of packets 
accumulating in one of a plurality of transmit buffers of the first node transceiver port, 
wherein the one of the plurality of transmit buffers corresponds to the one of the plurality 
of priority levels of packets; 

per-flow flow control operating to modify transmission of the one of the plurality of 
priority levels of packets to the one of the plurality of transmit buffers if the one of the 
plurality of transmit buffers reaches a transmit threshold value; and link level flow control 
operating transparently to a traffic manager of the first node if the congestion condition 
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occurs and the one of the plurality of transmit buffers fails to reach the transmit 
threshold value, as indicated in independent claim 12. 

Conclusion 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AHMED ELALLAM whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3097. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
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Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated infomiation system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

AHMED ELALLAM 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 
9/16/07 




